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Farmer
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When was there an enmity between us?

S MAYAWATY, WHEN ASKEDY IF SO18 HAD TURNED 10K BELATH?

WOES

) Two recent docu-dramas focus on the plight of suffering farmers in rural Maharashtra

One of the
most eminent
critics in the
city, Shanta
-Gokhale, will
separate the
best from the
banal on
Mumbai's
culturescape
“each week

Friday bore stark witness to the

life-and-death struggle of poor
farmers in rural Maharashtra, The first
film, Aakda, Is shot practically without
lights, in the dark of the night. The sec-
ond, Shwet Angaar, under a blinding
sun. Together they form a duet in black
and white, which is deeply disturbing
yet heartening too. For the films are as
much about the impossible circum-
stances in which our poor live as about
the grit with which they fight against
them. Both are written by Rajkumar

wo short docu-dramas screened
at Ravindra Natya Mandir on

Tangde, a young man from Jamb  Directed by Nandu Madhav, Aakda is performed in near darkness. Madhav
experience what life without electricity meant.
Shwet Angaar is about the journey of a cotton farmer who has to push his

bullock cart after it breaks down on the way to the market

Samarth, a village in Jalna district, and
directed by actor Nandu Madhav.
About back, Nandu Mad-
hav was invited to judge a one-act play
competition in Aurangabad, That's
where he saw a play called Aakda. Writ-  talns the all-pervading darkness of the
ten, directed and enacted by Tangde, (t  play. Tatya, played by Tangde, takes a
made Madhav sit up and take notice,  pragmatic view of the situation, If Kabir,
The play was performed in near dark-  a saint, could steal from the grocer to
ness, litonly by alantern. The audience  feed the holy men who were visiting
had to strain to see it. But that is what m'wmm‘mmnnb
Tangde had wanted — to make the au-  Samarth steal m‘;’ﬂ"‘ﬂ‘m‘“m

wanted to make the audience

with no more than one small light, it re-

dience experlence, at least for the short  feed themselves? This conflict between
{ what life without — the individual and the state Is fraught
" i dangerforthe ndivdal el

s cnckewith tenson

with his hands, feet and head, we fore-
see the tragic end of the journey. The
bale Is too large, the distance too long,
the journey way beyond the capacity of
any human being, But there is no
cholce. His little son needs medicines
and the quintal of cotton he is pushing
will buy them, He cannot wait for the
government to procure his crop and
pay foritin ts. He must sell to
the middieman and take whatever price

he gets.

In the course of the journey, the bale
ol cotton grows into a malevolent force
that thwarts the man at every tum,
Each thread In the jute that binds the
cotton and each sweating pore in the
R T this i b o

ticipants fn this epic battle of

nequal forces,

Cameraman Deepak Anfarfa’s shots
hiyeden Joshi, pl:r
ling | an ng in.

10 his the end

10 he Is Tike an exhausted

I a last diteh bare

a tuthless predator. In-
predator wins.
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- letters to the editor

Look at Indians now

It is unfortunate that Graham Ford ditched
the BCCI (‘Unaffordable’, MM, June 12) after
giving the impression that he would accept
the offer. The Board has smelt a rat in his re-
fusal and suspects that he has used the offer
to jack up his bargaining power with Kent

i The Board should have been professional
i enough to expect that such a thing could

happen and kept a man in the waiting list.
It should learn and start looking within
India for the job.
V Subramanyan

No need for a coach

Senior players in the Indian cricket team
seem to have a great say in the selection of a
coach. It seems like students of a class are se-
lecting their teacher! BCCI has already se-
lected coaches for batting, bowling and field-
ing to rectify and polish each individual's
Kinks. What will a coach, Indian or foreign,
do? In this scenario, what the team really
needs is a stern disciplinarian who will weld
the team into a cohesive fighting force.

K Venkataraman

Not Ash's dosha

This is apropos the piece ‘Holy Television”
in Anll Thakraney's column (Ouch Potato)
on June 12 It Is really weird that Alshwarya
Ral is being blamed for Amitabh Bachchan's
g:blems. What can Ash do if Amitabh

hehan bought land {llegally? 1 under-
stand that, as they are public figures, the
media has a right to discuss their lives, But
to blame Ash (and her kundali doshas) for
the trouble in Big B life is simply disgust-
Ing, [don't think Chandrashekar Swamiji's
words will have any impact on the
Bachehans, But what is the Swamiji doing?
It he Is concerned about the Bac he
should have discussed the Issue with the
family in private.

Why can't the media concentrate on is-
sues like global warming, harassment of
wamen, etc.?

Vidve

Want o b heand? Wrie in to s at
amirvorfeestinck@ma, com
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